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1960s! 1970s! 1980s! 1990s! 2000s!

(size of words is proportional to number of presentations under session titles containing that word in the given time period) 	
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.5 Associative Processing
1.6 Associative Learning And Skill Acquisition
.5 Associative Representations

1.9 Timing And Learning
.8 Human Learning: Associative Processes

1.0 Animal Learning, Behavior, And Sensation
1.9 Animal Learning: Classical Conditioning
1.9 Animal Learning: Response / Reinforcement Effects
1.5 Negative Priming

3.3 4.1 4.0 3.0 2.3 1.7 1.6 1.0 2.2 2.6 1.8 1.3 1.4 1.5 .4 .8 2.0 Implicit Memory
5.1 2.4 1.5 .9 Associative Learning: Animal

3.8 5.2 5.6 3.9 1.5 .7 1.4 .9 Animal Learning And Behavior
3.2 1.9 3.4 2.7 .7 .9 .7 2.3 .9 .9 2.6 1.2 1.8 Associative Learning
2.4 Discrimination / Generalization: Animals

2.3 Learning And Reinforcement
1.7 Reinforcement And Choice

1.9 Foraging And Feeding
1.6 Ontogeny Of Animal Behavior

3.4 Timing And Contingency
3.8 Animal Sensory Functions And Animal Learning
3.3 Aversive Behavior And Animal Memory
4.0 Conditioning And Reinforcement

7.2 4.8 Animal Reinforcement
2.4 2.6 3.1 2.2 1.3 Human Conditioning
3.4 Punishment And Animal Behavior

4.9 1.3 1.9 1.6 2.3 1.6 Aversive Learning
3.4 Computers And Conditioning
4.4 3.9 Extinction
3.4 Generalization And Compounding

6.9 4.8 2.3 Aversive Behavior
6.2 1.4 Discrimination
6.9 Operant Conditioning
4.8 Perceptual Learning And Development
4.1 Social Processes And Motivation

8.5 Conditioning: Discrimination And Differentiation
4.3 Conditioning: Generalization
10.3 Conditioning: Reinforcement Patterns
4.3 Conditioning: Response Variability
5.1 3.3 3.2 2.6 2.7 2.6 3.0 2.8 .4 Motivation

4.2 Brain Functions And Learning
5.9 3.2 1.9 Conditioning
4.2 3.9 3.9 Discrimination Learning
16.0 Drive And Reward
7.6 9.4 14.2 6.9 3.5 4.4 2.6 4.4 2.0 4.2 3.4 2.6 3.3 2.6 3.3 2.5 3.2 2.6 Human Learning
5.0 Partial Reinforcement

6.7 4.1 4.3 4.4 4.1 4.6 5.8 3.4 7.4 6.0 8.1 10.2 9.1 9.0 6.3 1.1 2.7 4.9 6.0 .8 1.4 .5 .5 .4 Animal Learning
6.7 3.5 4.9 2.1 Classical Conditioning
7.5 Escape And Avoidance
5.8 4.1 3.9 4.4 4.3 4.3 4.5 3.7 3.3 1.9 3.3 2.3 3.7 3.1 2.9 1.3 1.7 Reinforcement

4.3 3.5 3.4 2.1 2.0 Animal Motivation
3.9 Discrimination And Generalization
4.8 3.9 3.1 3.0 3.6 2.1 3.3 2.4 2.3 Paired Associate Learning

3.0 3.4 2.0 4.5 8.9 4.1 6.6 6.8 6.9 4.6 3.9 6.1 5.5 3.3 3.2 3.4 1.3 2.7 Animal Behavior
2.2 2.7 3.0 4.2 3.8 3.3 3.6 3.9 4.6 3.9 3.3 3.2 Animal Conditioning
2.6 2.4 4.6 3.2 3.6 3.9 1.3 2.8 2.2 Avoidance Learning
1.7 Escape Learning
2.2 Eyelid Conditioning
2.2 GSR Conditioning

2.3 1.6 1.2 1.3 1.5 Punishment
2.3 Schedules Of Reinforcement

5.5 Animal Discrimination
3.8 3.7 Punishment And Avoidance

3.6 Human And Animal Conditioning
12.7 3.5 4.0 2.3 6.7 1.9 1.2 Animal Learning And Conditioning

3.5 Animal Learning And Memory
3.8 Avoidance And Fear Conditioning
3.2 Motivation And Reinforcement Effects

2.6 Conditioning And Ingestive Behavior
3.7 Schedules And Differential Reward

2.4 1.9 2.2 1.5 .1 Ingestive Behavior
1.4 Sequential Behavior In Animals
1.6 Sequential Responses And The Refractory Period

2.1 1.9 1.5 1.0 1.3 1.9 Animal Learning And Cognition
1.6 Animal Learning And Motivation
1.8 Animal Learning And Reinforcement
1.8 Conditions Of Learning
1.8 3.8 3.6 3.9 3.6 5.4 3.3 3.0 3.8 1.5 2.2 4.5 4.5 1.8 2.5 2.6 Repetition / Priming Effects

1.9 1.5 Animal Learning: Discrimination
1.9 Animal Learning: Operant
2.5 Animal Learning: Pavlovian

.9 Priming / Negative Priming
.7 Animal Cognition And Behavior

.6 Learning In Nonhuman Species

.5 Models Of Associative Learning

.8 Skill Acquisition And Implicit Learning By Parrots And Humans
1.1 Timing And Associative Learning

.7 Perceptual Learning And Perceptual Organization
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.4 Collaborative Cognition
.6 Development And Evolution Of Cognition
.9 Implicit Cognition
.7 Inferences
.6 Judgments And Reasoning
.6 Language And Thought
.6 The Nature Of Thinking

.7 Causal Learning And Reasoning

.9 .7 .4 Cognitive Skill Acquisition

.4 Comparative Cognition

.5 Counting, Timing, And Time Perception
2.1 Divided Attention And Automatic Processing
.7 Information And Belief
.5 Mathematical Cognition And Problem Solving
.5 Models Of Reasoning
.7 Reasoning With Or About Others
1.2 Timing And Counting
.8 Visual Cognition

.6 Reasoning And Decision Making

.8 Reasoning, Problem Solving And Judgment
.6 3.0 4.1 1.9 2.9 .7 2.6 3.0 5.6 Cognitive Control

.5 1.4 Cognitive Aging
1.0 Perception And Reasoning

.7 Neuropsychology / Information Processing
1.9 Animal Cognition: Spatial Memory
1.9 Conscious / Unconscious Cognition
1.2 Timing Perception And Production
2.2 Visual Information Processing

5.2 .9 1.2 .9 .8 Animal Cognition And Memory
6.1 Age And Cognitive Functioning
1.4 Emotion And Cognition

1.9 Human Cognition
1.6 Spatial Cognition And Memory

2.3 Cognitive Processes: Practice And Training Effects
2.6 3.6 1.9 3.3 3.0 2.1 1.5 1.1 .7 1.2 1.2 1.0 Comprehension And Reasoning
2.0 Information Processing: Rotation And Motion

2.4 1.6 Comprehension
.8 .5 Metaphors

3.4 Probabilistics
6.8 6.7 4.9 Comparative
2.6 .6 Complex Cognition

6.7 3.4 6.2 2.6 3.8 8.1 10.2 11.0 12.6 14.7 19.1 19.3 3.2 3.0 4.6 2.3 4.3 3.4 3.0 3.9 2.1 1.2 1.9 2.8 2.7 2.9 1.0 1.4 1.8 Information Processing
3.5 Decisions And Cognitions

3.0 Probability Learning
15.4 3.6 Attention And Information Processing

2.9 1.6 3.1 3.6 3.5 4.7 4.7 5.5 3.9 5.7 2.8 .8 2.3 1.4 1.2 1.3 2.1 .7 .5 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.7 Animal Cognition
3.2 1.6 1.6 3.4 3.6 3.0 2.5 2.2 2.1 4.5 1.8 1.2 1.6 4.4 2.9 1.4 3.7 3.0 Cognition
3.2 Perceptual And Cognitive Development
1.3 Psychopharmacology Of Memory And Cognition

1.9 Applied Psychology
2.4 .7 Causality And Reasoning
1.6 Individual Differences In Cognitive Processes

2.1 1.9 1.5 1.0 1.3 1.9 Animal Learning And Cognition
1.0 Intelligence
1.8 1.6 1.6 .7 .6 .5 .3 .6 Mental Models

1.4 Animal Cognition And Sensory Processes
1.4 .5 Cognitive Development

1.8 .6 2.3 1.0 1.0 Reasoning
1.6 Animal Cognition: Timing

.7 1.5 1.6 1.8 2.2 1.3 .8 1.2 1.5 .5 1.5 1.7 .4 Metacognition

.7 Process Dissociation
.7 1.6 1.9 1.4 .7 2.6 2.3 Reasoning And Problem Solving

.7 Animal Cognition And Behavior

.7 Heuristics And Strategies

.8 Spatial / Temporal Cognition
1.5 1.4 .8 1.4 1.4 .8 1.1 Automatic Processing
1.6 Brain And Cognition

1.3 Categorization And Understanding
1.0 1.3 1.5 1.7 .5 .8 Event Cognition
.6 Individual Differences In Cognitive Control
1.5 Inferences And Situation Models
.5 Mathematical Reasoning
.5 .7 .6 Music Cognition
.5 Reasoning In Animals And Humans

.5 Cognitive Modeling

.5 Comprehension Of Text And TV

.7 Embodiment As A Foundation For Cognitive Science

.6 How Geometric Information Is Represented And Used

.7 .6 Mathematical Cognition

.6 Reasoning With Complex Visualizations

.8 Representations In Reasoning And Problem Solving
.8 Cognition And Education
3.1 Cognition And Emotion
1.8 Embodied Cognition
1.0 Inhibitory Processing
.5 Time Perception
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Quasi-Cladograms: 

Top Session Titles: 

•  cell values are the percent of that year’s 
presentations given under that session title	



•  warmer colors are higher values	


•  bottom row is sum of percents	





Psychonomics 2013 

Evolution of Research Topics in Experimental Psychology: 

50 Years of Psychonomic Session Titles 
Jason R. Finley and William F. Brewer 

 

Abstract: 

 Session titles compiled from 50 years of annual meetings of the Psychonomic Society provide novel and 

uncensored insights into the evolution of research topics in experimental psychology from 1960 to 2009. We 

present a variety of visual representations of the data–including cladograms and word clouds–to vividly illustrate 

patterns of emergence and extinction, convergence and divergence. In particular, we highlight the paradigm shift 

from behaviorism to cognitive psychology. 
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